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The bankruptcy of China’s private higher education institutions has become 
increasingly prominent in the process of the development of private higher education. 
The bankruptcy of China’s private higher education institutions not only had a great 
impact on private higher education in the past, but is still working at present and will 
continue to the future. The bankruptcy of China’s private higher education institutions 
has provoked wide concern. What is the situation of the bankruptcy of private higher 
education institutions? What is the proportion of the bankruptcy of private higher 
education institutions? How should we treat this phenomenon? Is the phenomenon 
accidental or inevitable in the process of development? Is the phenomenon universal 
worldwide or unique in China? What are the causes that led to the bankruptcy of 
private higher education institutions? Does it happen as the result of the system or 
mechanism? Does it happen because of the regulation or the management? Is there 
anything wrong with the macroscopic level or the micro level? Is there anything 
wrong with the government policy or private higher education institutions themselves? 
Does the bankruptcy have anything to do with the society? Whether do the social and 
market environment and the shortage of funds and students also contribute to the 
bankruptcy of private higher education institutions? Is the bankruptcy the typical issue 
of private higher education or the whole higher education? How far will China’s 
private higher education go? Will China’s private higher education be doomed to 
disappear in a short time? What is the future of China’s private higher education? To 
probe into the above-mentioned issues in depth and systematically is undoubtedly 
very significant. 
Following the open clues of the situation of the bankruptcy, the causes of bankruptcy and the 
countermeasures on bankruptcy as well as the hidden clues of the game between private higher 
education institutions and the government, market and society in the process of the bankruptcy, the 
dissertation tries to research into the issues concerning the bankruptcy of private higher education 
institutions. The dissertation includes three parts:  













dissertation conducts a panoramic view of the situation of the bankruptcy of private 
higher education institutions. Specifically, the dissertation firstly analyzes the 
international and domestic background as well as the present situation of private 
higher education which provide a macroscopic background and matting for further 
analysis. Secondly, the dissertation presents and analyzes time distribution, regional 
structure, level structure, scale structure and survival period of the bankrupt private 
higher education institutions which lay a foundation for the follow-up study. At the 
same time, the dissertation analyzes inevitability and contingency as well as 
universality and particularity of the bankruptcy of private higher education institutions 
which provide a theoretical support for analysis on the bankruptcy. 
Second, the dissertation analyzes the causes which lead to the bankruptcy of 
private higher education institutions. The dissertation breaks through the traditional 
research method which discusses the issues of private higher education regardless of 
time and targets. The dissertation divides the private higher education into two periods, 
and analyzes respectively the internal and external causes of the bankruptcy of private 
higher education institutions. Meanwhile, the dissertation also conducts an elementary 
theoretical analysis on the phenomenon of bankruptcy with investment and property 
theory.  
Third, the dissertation discusses the countermeasures to avoid the bankruptcy and 
the measures of safe withdrawal of private higher education institutions to be 
bankrupt. In the author’s opinion, from the perspective of reality, the establishment 
and improvement of the withdrawal mechanism of private higher education 
institutions has become an imperative issue to solve the problem of the bankruptcy. 
From a long-term point of view, on the basis of the practice of private higher 
education, timely adjustment of development strategies of private higher education is 
critical to the evading of bankruptcy. 
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